                 TALKING TO BABIES 

     *Caution* TV is bad for talking. 

     *Caution* favorite videos are bad for talking.

* Fill up your baby’s time with words – ALL DAY LONG!

    Gossip!

    “Chit- chat”!

    “Think” out loud!

    Describe whatever you see.

    Describe whatever you are doing.

    Describe whatever your baby is doing.

*Get your baby talking to you – A LOT!

    Comment and wait, comment and wait.

    When they say anything – respond.

    Don’t change the subject.

    Special practice techniques:

To produce emotional ‘gentling’,

Tailgate: Follow your baby around describing what they are doing. But don’t ask questions! 

To increase meaningful play, and to add vocabulary, do

Talk-ups: Turn to your baby, comment on their actions, turn away. (Respond to any communication attempts.) Repeat as often as conversationally appropriate. (This is the start-stop of conversation.)

To increase ‘teachable moments’, do

Incidental Teaching: Turn to your baby, PAUSE, comment on their actions, PAUSE, turn away. (When your baby takes a turn by initiating or responding during your pause, respond to what they say or do – that is a best teachable moment.)
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